
Promises
      Promises

In times of uncertainty...
...as Christians we cling to words of comfort in the Bible –
we need to trust in someone who is...

‘trustworthy’ who does what they say and 
will always be there for us.

Sea of Galilee, Israel



Promises  
for us and others 
We can become familiar with 
certain Bible verses and passages 
and rely on them, knowing God is 
for us and will not leave us.   
We love the images of God as our 
Perfect Father, and of Jesus as the 
Great Shepherd, and the promise 
that no matter what, he is our 
personal Saviour and the Light of 
the World. 

If we are sure of these promises 
and all that’s written in the Bible 
is true and reliable, we have to be 
careful then not to ‘choose’ parts 
of the Bible we like and ignore 
others!  Sometimes we can ignore 
things in the Bible because we 
don’t understand them or perhaps 
even think they aren’t relevant to 
us or to today’s world.  From the 
first book in the Bible, Genesis, 
God makes strong and clear 
promises about the land and the 
people of Israel, to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, through whom our 
Christian faith has come.  

He also says that his promises 
are everlasting, as written in the 
Psalms and Jeremiah. 

He remembers his covenant 
forever, the promise he made, 
for a thousand generations, 
the covenant he made with 
Abraham, the oath he swore to 
Isaac. He confirmed it to Jacob 
as a decree, to Israel as an 
everlasting covenant:  
“To you I will give the land 
of Canaan as the portion 
you will inherit.”

Psalm 105:8-11

The Lord appeared to us in the 
past, saying:
“I have loved you with an 
everlasting love; I have 
drawn you with unfailing 
kindness.”

Jeremiah 31:3



He Promises  
to be a covenant-keeping God 
Nowadays when we use the word ‘promise’ we might say “I promise 
to meet you for a coffee,” or more seriously, “I promise to love you 
even when things are tough,” but then fail to keep our promise.  But 
God is not like that, he keeps his promises or, as some of them are 
called in the Bible, ‘covenants’.  

In the Bible ‘covenant’ means an agreement between God and his 
people, sometimes with conditions but always in a way that can’t be 
cancelled, altered or forgotten.  This implies it’s as serious as if a legal 
term was used.  For example, the covenant God made with Noah was 
that he would never flood the earth again.  We know that God cannot 
lie, so when he makes a covenant he is faithful to keep it! 

God’s covenants run through the Bible, and as Christians we rest 
assured that in sending his Son to die for us, giving us eternal 
life, our covenant-keeping God has made the way for us as he 
promised.  However, there are still covenants God has made that 
involve his ancient people, Israel.  So it’s impossible to say that God 
will remember us and his covenant with us, without also saying he 
will remember his covenants with them too.  Let’s not forget God’s 
salvation plan included giving the Bible to the world through the 
Jewish people!

God is not human, that he should lie, not a 
human being, that he should change his mind.
Does he speak and then not act?
    Does he promise and not fulfil?

Numbers 23:19



Jewish 
writers  
of the Bible 

“At first, God taught only 
Israel how to live, but he 
intended that they’d be a 

light to the nations”
Lois Tverberg 

Reading the Bible with Rabbi Jesus

In Jeremiah, God says that only if 
the fixed order of the sun, moon 
and stars ceases to exist will Israel 
cease to be a nation before him 
(Jeremiah 31:35-36).  He chose them 
to be a special people, a people set 
apart to do special things in God’s 
perfect timing.  And we know that 
ultimately, through the Jewish 
nation, God gave the world Jesus, 
the one and only Saviour - the one 
who died to take the punishment 
for our sins, so that we can enjoy 
everlasting life with him. 

He has revealed his word to 
Jacob, his laws and decrees to 
Israel. He has done this for no 
other nation; they do not know 
his laws.
Praise the Lord.

Psalm 147:19-20

But he stands alone, and who 
can oppose him? He does 
whatever he pleases.

Job 23:13

Prophecies of old are being 
fulfilled but it isn’t for Israel’s 
sake. As written in Ezekiel, it is 
for the honour of God’s name. 

If you made a promise you knew 
you wouldn’t forget, you would 
want people to see you were 
trustworthy.  God shows through 
history that he keeps his promises 
and won’t change his mind.  It 
says so in Malachi and Job. 

I the Lord do not change.  
So you, the descendants of 
Jacob, are not destroyed.

Malachi 3:6



Therefore say to the Israelites,  
This is what the Sovereign Lord says: 
It is not for your sake, people of Israel, 
that I am going to do these things, but 
for the sake of my holy Name.

Ezekiel 36:22

 The people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to 
sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, 

the receiving of the law, the temple worship and 
the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and from 

them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, 
who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.

Romans 9:4-5

Jars containing
the Qumran Scrolls



Distinctive  
for everyone 
Perhaps there are promises God has made that would enrich your 
walk with him that you haven’t thought enough about?  We know 
his covenants are very important and are on God’s heart, so why not 
ask him what you need to know, maybe re-reading some of these 
Scriptures to see what God says about the land of Israel and the 
Jewish people.  Many Christians are encouraged when they see that 
their faith is rooted in actual documented history, and often become 
very grateful toward the Jewish people for the preservation of the 
Bible and their dedication to the Lord. 

Remember, God didn’t choose them because they were his ‘favourites’ 
– but to show his character and his purposes to the world through 
them, so that ultimately we could give him all the glory for being our 
almighty, faithful, amazing, supreme and perfect God. 

I will bless those who bless you, 
and whoever curses you I will 
curse; and all peoples on earth 

will be blessed through you. 
Genesis 12:3



A Warning  
from history 
The Bible says God will bless those who bless Abraham and the nation 
God forms through him (Genesis 12:3).  Scripture also says that God is 
not pleased with those that hate this nation and warns that many will 
be against the Jewish people. 

We can see this has happened through thousands of years of history.  
Even today hate for Israel exists and anti-Semitism (prejudice against 
the Jews) is very real and serious in our world. 

It also says time and again in the Bible that the nation that comes 
through Abraham, ‘Israel’, will bless the world.  We can see this today 
in the amazing technology and ideas that Israel have provided in 
the areas of medicine, information technology and water irrigation. 
Because of their innovations and pioneering work, Israel are often the 
first to help in natural disasters and humanitarian work.  Could it not 
be that God is wanting to display something of himself to the world 
through his original chosen nation? 

As Christians, our Saviour Jesus was Jewish and our Bible was 
written by Jewish writers, including some in the emerging church. 
That church was predominantly Jewish in its beginning, built first 
upon the Old Testament and later the New Testament writings.  We 
read that the source of our faith comes through the Hebrew faith 
and we have a great debt of gratitude to the Jewish people for the 
benefits we have received as believers in Jesus.  



facebook.com/cfiuktwitter.com/cfi_uk youtube.com/cfiuk

Contact us 
We are Christian Friends of Israel UK, a non-denominational Christian charity who seek 
to serve the Church, showing God’s purposes for Israel and the Hebraic heritage of our 
faith and to be a blessing to Israel with practical and moral support. 

See our website for more information on what we do, subscribe to our free quarterly 

literature by email or by post, or visit our stand and chat with us. 

Email: info@cfi.org.uk

Web: www.cfi.org.uk

Video: youtube.com/cfiuk

Further Information        cfi.org.uk 
After reading this leaflet, you may be interested to use our website, where 
there are teaching articles on these subjects and more, plus details of 
resources and podcasts available. Recommended reading: 
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